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standard of living since the war. The working-class demand
better and more varied food, much of which comes from over-
seas in tins. They dress better, and live in larger houses.
Above all, they have infinitely more pleasure than their grand-
fathers dreamed of. Even fifty years ago people in quite com-
fortable circumstances thought themselves lucky if they went
to a theatre or a concert half a dozen times a year ; but to-day
on the average every man, woman, and child in the country
goes to the cinema once a week, while millions go more or less
regularly to music-halls, football and cricket matches, dog-
racing, and so on ; not to mention the various forms of enter-
tainment brought into nearly every home in the land by the
radio. Those two modern developments, the wireless and the
cinema, had had enormous influence in spreading ideas, and
have brought more abundant life to countless millions. The
standards of music and the drama which they foster may not
be as high as they might be, and doubtless will become ; but
they are infinitely better than the void which they have filled.